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How do we grow a Healthy Garden? -Pastor Barry-

Psalms 1:1-3 / Matthew 13:3-9

Big Idea : Growing a spiritually healthy life can be compared to
maintain a prolific Garden.

The first parable that Jesus taught his disciples was about the
necessity of maintaining a healthy spiritual garden in both our
personal lives, as well as in our church.

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path,
and the birds came and devoured them.

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they
had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them.

Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

He who has ears, let him hear.”

Five lessons on gardening from the Master Gardener

1. Maintaining healthy growth is an ongoing process. Like an
uncared for plant, we could die if we get lax in our self care.

2. We each have areas of hardness which must be broken,
through the painful plow, and death to our selves.

3. Like a garden we must diligently examine ourselves and deal
with weeds which could ultimately grow large and choke out our
spiritual life.

4. This parable is about “listening”. When we stop “hearing God”,
our soil gets hard and resists the nutrients in the water of life.

5. When we “examine ourselves”, and take care of our gardens,

we will be blessed, fruitful, prosperous and fulfilled. It's worth the
work!
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